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Frequently asked questions about early childhood and kindergarten entrance, February, 2011 
 
1. I've heard that the kindergarten entrance age has changed. Is that true? 
Yes. LB 1006 mandated the change in kindergarten eligibility. Beginning with the 2012-2013 school year and 
beyond, children will be eligible to attend kindergarten if they turn 5 on or before July 31 of the calendar year in 
which the school year for which the child is seeking admission begins. Until 2012-2013, Nebraska law (Neb. R.S. 
79-214) states that children are eligible to attend kindergarten the school year in which they turn 5 years old by 
October 15. 
 
2. Where can I read the legislation? 
The following link will take you to LB 1006. 
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/FloorDocs/101/PDF/Slip/LB1006.pdf 
 
3. When does the new kindergarten entrance date become effective? 
The new date becomes effective with the 2012-2013 school year. 
 
4. Can my school district start the new entrance date in 2011-2012 school year? 
No. The current kindergarten eligibility date of October 15 will remain in effect until 2012 when the new date 
becomes effective. 
 
5. My child will be 4 years old next fall and I hope to send her to my school's preschool program in 2011. She 
will not turn 5 until after July 31 of 2012. Does state law or Nebraska Department of Education (NDE) 
regulation prohibit my school district from serving her in preschool a second year? 
No. According to state law and NDE regulation, school districts can serve a child in an early childhood program 
until that child becomes eligible for kindergarten. (See Eligibility Chart for Kindergarten and Early Childhood 
Programs for School Years 2011-2014.) 
 
6. My child will not turn 5 until August of 2012. Can he still go to kindergarten that year? 
Beginning in 2012, if a child turns 5 on or after July 31 and on or before October 15 of the school year, a parent 
may request entrance in one of the following circumstances: 
a. The parent provides an affidavit that the child attended kindergarten in another jurisdiction in the current 
school year, 
b. The family anticipated relocation to another jurisdiction that would allow admission within the current year, 
or 
c. The child has demonstrated through a recognized assessment procedure approved by the board that he or 
she is capable of carrying the work of kindergarten. 
 
7. My child meets the age requirements for kindergarten eligibility. What other readiness tests are necessary? 
None. Children who are age-eligible to attend kindergarten are entitled to go to school. School districts are 
prohibited from assessing children's readiness prior to kindergarten if the child is age-eligible to attend. 
 
 

http://nebraskalegislature.gov/FloorDocs/101/PDF/Slip/LB1006.pdf


8. What is the compulsory attendance age for children in Nebraska? 
Age 6. Children who will be 6 years of age by January 1 of the current school year are required to begin school at 
the start of that current school year. 
 
9. Where can I find out about the assessment procedure that my local school district will use? 
Contact your local school district. On or before January 1, 2012, local school boards must approve and make 
available a recognized assessment procedure for determining if a child is capable of carrying the work of 
kindergarten. 
10. My child is enrolled in Early Head Start. How old does my child need to be to enroll in a school district 
early childhood program? 
By definition, a school district early childhood program can serve children "from birth to kindergarten entrance 
age" [NebRevStat 79-1101 (3)(b)]. Therefore, there is no specific entrance date mandated by either state statute 
or the Nebraska Department of Education. It is the position of the Department of Education, as well as good 
practice, that school districts and Head Start/Early Head Start grantees work together to ensure that children 
experience a smooth transition into and out of school district or ESU operated early childhood education 
programs. 
 
For further information, contact Melody Hobson at 402-471-0263 or melody.hobson@nebraska.gov. Melody is 
the co-director of the Office of Early Childhood at the Nebraska Department of Education. 


